
tens'of of cars: In the , 

h t  round, an obscur,e janitorial 
outfit from ,Georgia joined 
forces ~wih  a flood-wrecked 9th 
Ward contractor rind ,appeared 
to have secured the work with a 
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. In a nationally televised may- 
oral debate >Tuesday, Mayor Ray , 

' N a g i n  and  L t .  Gov. Mitch 
Landrieu ended up debating less 
with one anothe? than with the 

: two moderators, Chris Matthews 
of."Hardball" and WDSU's Nor- 

. -man Robinson: who grilled both 
. candidates harshly on such sub- 

jects as whether New Orleans 
, ' should be rebuilt at  all. , 

Not surprisingly, both candi- 
dates believe the city they hope 

. . to l e d  should be rebuilt, despite 
extended arguments to the con- 
trary put forth by vatthews and 
at one point, referring to specitic 

. . neighborhoods, by Robinson. - 
' ' "They're going to think it's 

6 r  crazy," Matthews said a t  one 
point, referring to citizens out- 
side New Orleans and their view Nagin and Landrieu got few chances to take shots at each other 
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1 .  , ,,mat bar,-,rIhed &>CO;n'l 

I tro"e'ky dogged the state's pre- 
I 

vious effort to'-rid itself of the 

I 

. , :' ' ~pw$rleanshlayor'Ray Nagin's microphone iskausted by a technician as he and Lt. Gov. Mitch Land1 debate Tuesday night at WDSU, with moderator Chris Matthews, left. The slate of debate questions - 
accusations - seemed geared to a national audience. 
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See DEBATE, A-8 argue about fund-raising and the pace of debris removal. 

" 'By Rebecca Mowbray , 
i i , ,: Business writer , : . * .. i f. 
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I I . ~ t i l  h Louisiana Aug. 29, 'consumers~~hme the ,first anniver- c I 

I sary of,Hurrican'e Katrina, to ' . + , 'resolve ,their storm-related 
I "  homeowners and business insur: 

But just below the surface, a subtle 
fault line could be sensed from candi- 
dates' cautious but well-informed an- 
swers. Naein believes that the citv is on 

, Subtleties separate candid 
, a \  on\crime and law enforce] 

, ' ance .claims,' unless,.state law- , 
I ' makers pass legislation putting . 

zr/ : .off,'the deadlineifor another . . > ' . X " ( * , (  , .  
year. , , ,, ~ d . t ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ i ,  ,.'., '1' 
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Most insurance policies'carry , 
a one-year statute of limitations,' 

* which means policyholders have ! 
, up to a year ,after the-loss to file 

' any lawsuits disputing their,seb ' 
tlement. Once that date passes, 
it's h d  for consumers to nego- 

: tiate for, more ,money be'c'ause . 
' insurance companies h o w  their 

policyholders c - (  havfj! no leg* re- 
, ,. ! come. j .  * \ " L'' . , ,  . ' I ; ,  
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b State panel approves three in- I 3 

' surance increases, see Money ' , : 
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the right track i i  com- MAYOR'S bating its historically 
h i ~ h  crime rate. Lan- 

, 

By Michael Perlstein 
,Staff writer 

Crime and law enforcement a r e  
tricky issues in any political campaign. 

. They are usually hot-button topics for 
voters, but candidates almost always 
agree on the basics: Crime is a scourge 
that should be curtailed, police should 

a ' be strongly supported and well-paid, 
: judges 'and prosecutors should be held 

accountable for their actions. , 

The race between Mayor Ray Nagin 
I and Lt. Gov. Mitch Landrieu is no dif- 

ferent. At a debate Monday night a t  
Loyola University devoted to criminal 

f ' justice issues, the candidates spent 
more time agreeing with each other 
than picking at differences. 
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dAeu expressed frus- RAGE 2006 tration that violence 
A look at the has been creeping back 
candidatesp as the city repopulates. 
stances on "One of the startling 
critical issues things about post-Kat- 

rina life in the first  
month was to walk around and get the 
sense of what it felt like that was so dif- 
ferent than before," Landrieu said. ' R e -  
Katrina New Orleans was a dangerous 
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. See MAYORAL RACE, A-9 
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rate is just, 
If it's bette 
better." 
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