S ﬁrst round, an obscure Jam‘wnal,_

S

ﬂtens of thousands of cars. In the

outfit from Georgla joined. -

. forces’ with, a ﬂood-wrecked 9th -~
" ¢ Ward-contractor and: ,appeared.,' |
. ".to have secured the work ‘with a-
, v$62 rmlho b1d H wever,' that ~

mumnce deadl

AMost insurance. pohcles carry:,

“which means policyholders have
‘up to. a year “after the'loss to file.
_any lawsuxts d1sput1ng thelr sev
: 'tlement Once that date passes, "

‘tiate’ for ‘more money because

" “insurance’ companies- know thelr
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‘New:Orleans Mayor'Ray. Nagl
“debate Tuesday night at-WDSU, with moderator

vious effoft to'rid 1tself of the - accusatlons — seemed geared to a nat|ona| audlence .

L / By Brian Thevenot
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1 lels-would eﬁctend "

and Gordon Russell
s Staffwrners R

In a natlonally televxsed may- )
oral debate Tuesday, Mayor Ray
Nagm ‘and Lt."Gov. Mitch .
" Landrieu ended up. debating less
with one another than with the .
two moderators, Chris Matthews ‘

_ of “Hardball™ and WDSU’s Nor-
. “man Robinson; who grilled both
. candidates harshly on such sub- .
jects as whether. New Orleans--
:should be rebuilt at'all,* .
" Not. surpnsmgly, both candl-
dates believe the. city they hope - |
_* to-lead should be rebuilt, despite ..
" extended arguments to the con-.
. trary put forth by Matthews and; -
at one point, referring to specific
nelghborhoods, by Robinson. ..
' ~“They're going to think it’s"
-+ crazy,” Matthéws said at one
* point, referring to citizens out--
s1de New Orleans and their view

~ See DEBATE A 8

n S mucrophone lS adjusted bya techmcnan as he and Lt Gov M|tch Landt
Chris Matthews, Ieft The slate of debate questlons -

. STA!

Nagin and Landrieu got few chances to take shots at each other
argue about fund-raising and the pace of debris removal.

‘arice clalms, unless statellav'v- o KA
Amakers pass leglslatlon putting . o

L By Michael Perlsteln

v,a‘one-year statute of limitations,"

it's hard for consumers to nego-: -

Staﬁ’ writer

Crlme and law enforcement are
‘tricky issues in any political campaign.

1. They-are usually hot-button topics for
' voters; but: .candidates almost always -
.~ .agree on the basics: Crime is a scourge
*"-that should be curtailed, police should .

" be'strongly supported and well- -paid,
) Judges ‘and prosecutors should be held

o accountable for their actions. |

~The race between Mayor Ray N agin

‘ferent. At a debate Monday night at
Loyola University devoted to criminal
justice issues, the candidates spent

MAYOR'S

critical issues .

'f"-and Lt. Gov.-Mitch Landrieu is no dif-

* . “moretime agreeing with each other
- than plckmg at d1fferences ‘

Subtletles separate candlc

But just below the surface, a subtle
fault line could be sensed from candi-

dates’ cautious but well-informed an-’

swers. Nagin believes that the c1ty is on
" the right track in com-:
bating its historically
high crime rate. Lan-
drieu expressed frus-
tration that violence
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Alook atthe - has been creeping back . |

candidates’ ~ as the city repopulates. !

-stances on “One of the startling
things about post-Kat-

ferent than before,” Landrieu said. “Pre-

Katrma N ew Orleans was a dangerous ‘

.See MAYORAL RACE, A-9 -

.rina life in the first.
.month wasto walk around and get the
sense of what it felt like that was so dif- |
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isn’t:a on e-year I|m|t on thelr duty to pay a clalm, but you lose the ability to sue them, which means, essentlally, th
That’s when insurers get to thumb their nose at you and say, ‘Too bad for you e

b cra AMY BAGH exacutive diractor of Umted Pohcyholders a Gallforma advocacy group

‘ lstate oppose an exte

some valid reason HlS b111 asks McCollum, a spokesman for cases can still pursue legal op-  Ask.
" the courts for an expedited rul- . State. Farm, the state’s largest tions at the close of mediation. . = ten
ingon whether ‘his, Morrell's “ home insurer. “Three months. “Onece we get to closer to men
" and the Senabe bﬂls are COHStl- ~It's quite a bit of time.” - . Aug. 29, folks are going to be =~ year
- tutional.” Ly “We feel this is too drastic 3 discouraged from mediation be- . If th
_ The lawmakers hope to pass . measure,’f said Lorrie Brouse, cause they're going to have to nore
: all the bills in the next week or regionel counsel for Allstate. In  go get a lawyer,” Donelon said, . "toge
- 80, followed by a state Supreme 'previous catastrophes, Brouse One deadline that might not ~ ~ It

i Court declslon a . 'said, Allstate has negotiated in-  be, extended is the one for re- = now,

" dividual extensions with poli- coverable depreciation. need

of the ¢lai v Tepld mdus“y s"pport cyholders who need more time  Rocoverable depreciation al-  COMI
ek, agsemor‘ adwser to Loretta Worters, vice presi- "to sort out their claims. “If & |owc incnrance companies to  WOrk
onal ﬂOOd program.,; "' " dent of communications for the ~ customer feels that their claim . },14 hack a portion of a set. tensi
ississippi, state Iaw gives Tnsurance Information Insti- is going to.continue to be.open, . {jaront check until repair work ~ resor
three years to sue theu‘ tute, ,an industry-financed - or they feel that there’s going to has been completed or a re- .early

group, said she thinks the in- ~ be additional damage, there are placement item has been peopl

. dustry might support legislation - .ways to toll (extend) the stat- bought. The amount the insur- and /
- changing thé time’frame.for ute.” . ance company holds back is t00 b
+ lawsuits, as long as it was re- ¢ases,

¢ opti "« generally tied to the depreci-
now'the third- largest in- - Stricted to: Katrma and Rita’ Possible lost option ated value of the property that Ity

surer-in Loms:ana ‘allows® poll- ) 01311318 o Last fall, the governor issued g being replaced. look f
cyholders to ﬁ]e suit w1thm two It's better to. be reahstlc and an executive order suspending In the wake of Katrina, the Ne¥YW

. agree to an extended deadline, the time limits on filing lawsuits ; focinppn  SUFAN
<+ she sai.d, than tohave aflurry of related to hurricanes. ;ﬁi;gi‘::g?ﬁﬁ&?ﬁt&i stant)
. lawsuits filed as the Aug. 29 But whether that order would i Bach

] : v gency measures, including one
survive a conrt chal.lenge is an-  that gave policyholders up to a -who v
other question, said Donelon, y)] year to claim recoverable lawyei

deadline approaches to pre-
serve a- pohcyholder s legal

th writ ten by Cltlzens ~—- the -
one-year 'period. begms on the .

V date-of the loss, or, inthis case, ng“hts , e the state insurance commls- depreciation. Under normal cir- a.]ong*‘
: i th with:Lne. the date Hurricane Katrina hit.; ' You }dontt want t° have an sioner: " eumstances, policyholders jn financ
P YOrNg LIt Way. :The Burns bill, HB 1302, onslaught of litigation against 1y, 010n ang others fear that  Louisiana have only six months  Proseq

the industry,”-Worters said..
“That just slows down the
claims process. I'would think
that companies would want to
be lenient i in thxs area.”

But Marlow, of the Amencan
*Insurance Assoclatlon said his

passing legislation to change to claim that money. . for so1
the period for Katrina and Rita At this point, the state has no and wt
victims to file lawsuits could . plang to extend this deadline Y°%
invite Jegal challenges. As a re- further, Bobby Clark, a Bacl
sult, consumers could be lulled ' spokeswomnan for the Louisiana- the on
into a false sense of security insurance department, said Portan|

whlch was approyved by the -
e House Civil Law and Procedure °
V" committee Tuesday, attempts to.
extend the Jawsuit period., ", »
'-"Meanwhﬂe, two other pleces ‘
f leglslatlon seekmg to, address :
e.d

, . while they continue negotiating  Tyuesday, . _ “The
g;‘:u}ﬂ 1?:83% i‘;p g ort)::g toj their claims, only to have the . y ' on thei:
“those. It alters the lgr}:guage op Statute found unconstitutional, Retaining leverage you los
“an ‘existing; contract after the And t.h; t could leave homeown- Amy Bach, executive director Which |
*'fact,.and we'feel it has some ers without recourse. of United Policyholders, a Cali- you log

constxtutlonahty: issues,” " he The comxnissioner wants t0 - fornia advocacy group that has  Bach, »
let the bills in the Legislature been working in insurance is- Works v
“run their course, but he and his ~ sues in Louisiana after Hurri- fornia i
awsmts after the' fact Taises in- - staff also are investigating’ cane Katrina, said the safest Wh?n 1J
}lrance compames exposure to other ways to.help consumers.  course of action for homeown- . their n;
: ‘I have the matter under active . ers is to start negotiating now bad for|
:review,” Donelon said. “I'm still - to extend the’one-year statute )
in discussion with my staff on of limitations wzth their i msur- ) ,

those options.” : ance carriers. - ° Capital our

" In'the meantxme, the state i in- Bach adwses homeowners to ontmbutec
 surance department s trying to  write a letter asking their insur- Rebecca M
" tary basxé and Wrap up those . finish cases pending in the ance carrier to forgo enforce- ;ga%’g;ag(
-,? claims as. expedmously as. possl - state’s mediation program be-. ment of the one-year provision ———-=
le,n Marlow sald fore the Aug. 29 deadline. The . - until the claim:has been denied m

¥ For’ that reason, Rep Shlrley program tnedlates dlspubes_.be-j or paid. Poheyholders should~|’
owler, R-Harahan, “has. intho- - “tween poh_cyholdens am_i their': ask their insurance company. to
uce d House, Concurrent Reso- - msnnance companies yv:th.vthe -notify; them; when heir.case ls Don'tr
07143’ calling up on insur: promise .thatlf either side is un-. . S
~anc "fcompames to voluntarily : happy with the proposed resolu-+ | ; ch
ve'* waive.the’ one-year limit. Reso- | tion, they resort to the courts.” cyholders should explain that.| § o Cert
1 g_ lutions, have no-fores of law: ‘but . But with the lawsuit deadline: they don't want to hire alawyer | | . Refe
larea Way, for the Legislature.to;. at the end of the summer, the - but want to preserve their
"make a formal request. insurance department will need rights while rébuilding their
ut ‘the state’s two largest to wrap up the program to home and working out the. de- ﬂl
“residential insurers oppose any - make sure that parties in those tails of their insurance, claim. (50.
changes to the one-year lawsuit-__ i : R
Hperlod preferring .instead to«
ple’ _handle situations mdmdually o
courts that basnca]ly saysitis - . “We're opposed to the exten-’
rything u_nfalr,.t.o, impoge a. tl{ne restric- - sion. There's three months left;
. SRRy Y5 E tion on:a legal filing if a person-- -'and we. think we're going to get |-
‘The situation’in* Loulslana ig.iwas® unable to file a suit for - everythmg done,” said’ Jeff:

¥
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b ‘ people will be lookmg come July ‘
188, DEER nd August ‘and’ many will be
‘too busy to ke on addmona]

1 eerunve ordef su.épendmg
e time limits’ on filing lawsmt.s

unplemented a  nizmber of emer—
gency measures, ineluding one*

full* year,'to élalm réecoverable *°

cumstances, polxcyholders in

»mte 1egal challenges'.As a're-
ult,: consumers could be: lulled
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But W1th the lawstht deadhn
at the end of the summer, the

t.hey don’t want to hlre a ]awyer

depreciation.” "Under normal eir-';

ear suit' provxsmn in the’ pohcy
1f, the‘<company refuses, or. 1g-

»now, Bachrsald ‘because you
need time to-allow insurance
"companies to.respond and to
work out the detalls of your ex-

: ook for a plamtlft’s-mde -attor-
ney who has expenence with in-.
_surance cases because.it’s a con-
#stantly, evolving field of law,
-Bach said. Look for someone
_‘who will bankroll your case;
+ lawyers that ‘ask’you for money
_along the way probably aren’t
finanecially strong enough to
prosecute your case, And look

i you lose the abxhty to sue ‘them,
o, which’ means, essentially, that
. you lose 'your leverage,” said
has " Bach, “whose! .group frequently,
-+ works with homeowners in Cali-
", fornia after 'wildﬁres “That’

k Rebecca Mowbray can be reached at
owbray@hmespmayune Com or
\.\(504) 826-3417.
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